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Back on deck admlral

. Adm Stansﬁeld Turner took over the bndge as
director of the Central Intelligence Agency in

- ‘March’ with a clear mandate from the White House, _ _
‘the Congress and the people to clean up the

demonstrated abuses of the CIA and make -it: an-
* effective’ .agency operating under the rule of law.”
~ He has instead distracted himself by scrambhng for .
power in the halls of Washington to the neglect of .
- his CIA flagship at Langley, Va. RS

What Turner wants is to be grand admiral of all

"U.S. intelligence — the. National . Security Agency..mshould be: created, with.the- promise.that. he.wiH

and: National Reconnaissance Offlce.as well as'the *;
. CIA, These two agencies are responsible for mter- )
* national eavesdropping by spy satellites and super— :
sophisticated electronic means and consume 80 per.:
cent.of the U.S. intelligence budget, the rest going *
to the CIA. They are under the thumb of the

Pentagon, and Defense Sec. Harold Brown is fight- .
ing- fiercely to keep them there. In that battle, |
Turner is spending an inordinate amount of time in
the White House and next door in the Executxve :

Office Building.

‘Meanwhile, back at Langley, the txmbers contm—
. ue to rot. Our Washington correspondent, Keyes .

-Beech, reports that morale has ebbed among civil-
* ian - professionals who feel isolated " from then"
.commander by the cordon of naval officers he has.:
put on watch. Options are demanded. and decxslons
made by memo, bamng personal and essentlal gne
" and: take. . .4 . R

" .- Aside from the harm caused by the dxstractxon of
_ Turner, there are serious doubts about the merit'of |
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hlS posmon on centrahzmg all mtelhgence oper-
ations.-Despite the efficiency that such reorganiza-
tion might bring, we agree with those who say that
in‘the sensitive area in which intelligence opera-
tnes work there is virtue.in a process. of consecu-
trve dissent, debate and consensus.And we would -
“be reluctant to give one superdirector all the power
"that would accrue to him. ..~

- President Carter thus.far has: left it to subordh
nates to Judge whether the office of superdirector?

. decide’ if there is no agreement We urge: hun to

speed the process by decxdmg now to leave the: .

mt?lhgence organizations decentralized as they are,

thus ‘waking the admiral from his xmperxal ambx-
tlons -and gettmg him back on deck. oy
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